
Enterprise



What is a Māori enterprise?

What participants say...

Māori values

Ownership by Māori

Self-identification

Self-determination

Profit distribution

Māori in business
(Mika, 2015)



Māori enterprises



Economy



What is the Māori 
economy?

“the assets owned and 
income earned by Māori –
including collectively-owned 
trusts and incorporations, 
Māori-owned businesses 
(e.g., tourism, broadcasting, 
and the self-employed), 
service providers (especially 
in health and education), 
and the housing owned by 
Māori [and the] wages and 
salaries earned by Māori 
workers.” 

(NZIER, 2003, p. 7)
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Māori industries
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Māori economy: Selected literature



Is Māori economic growth sufficient?
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Sustainable development



Sustainable 
development

Environmental 
development

Economic 
development

Social 
development



Treaty of Waitangi Feb 6, 1840
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The rights of 
Indigenous 

peoples
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Role of 
government in 

Indigenous 
entrepreneurship 
in Aotearoa New 

Zealand

• Rationale for the role of government

• Rights-based (treaty, declaration)

• Equity-based (socioeconomic disparities)

• Efficiency-based (efficacy of assistance)

• Growth-based (inclusive growth)



Case studies



Ngāti Whatua
Click here to view talk by Margaret 

Kawharu about Ngāti Whatua
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XIdfbzu0okE


Māori marine economy



Māori agribusiness



Māori 
tourism



Fulbright research



Fulbright research project

Research question 

What works in terms of 
enterprise assistance in the 
success of Indigenous firms 
in the United States?

Research process

Interviews with Indigenous 
entrepreneurs, business 
owners, providers, policy 
makers and academics (17 to 
date)

Key findings

1.1. Tribal governance

2. Infrastructure access

3. Entrepreneurial culture

4. Small enterprise support

5. Indigenous-led assistance



Conclusion

• Indigenous entrepreneurship is an expression of self-determined development

• This occurs within a development context and process

• Balancing cultural and commercial imperatives is a key challenge

• Sustainable development relies on managerialism and efficiency

• No satisfactory principle exists to balance tensions in sustainability

• Māori entrepreneurs are developing kaitiaki business models

• Government has a role in supporting indigenous entrepreneurs


